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Introduction: Many people get confused about Spiritual Gifts and their proper use in the 
Church.  People often struggle wondering about which gifts they possess and how they are to 
sue them.  God has not made these things hard to understand.  Through these studies I hope to 
draw back the curtain of misunderstanding and give a clear picture of what the Spiritual Gifts 
are and how to use them. 
 
Nine Gifts of the Spirit 
 

1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant: 
2 You know that you were Gentiles, carried away to these dumb idols, however you were 
led. 
3 Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus 
accursed, and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit. 
4 There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 
5 There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord. 
6 And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all. 
7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all: 
8 for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of 
knowledge through the same Spirit, 
9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, 
10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of 
spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 
11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually 
as He wills. 

 
Of the 9 Gifts of the Spirit listed in this passage, which did you score the highest on?  Mark the 
top 3 along with the score you had. 
 

Gift Score 

1 Word of Wisdom  

2 Word of Knowledge  

3 Faith  

4 Gifts of Healings  
5 Miracles  

6 Prophecy  
7 Discerning of Spirits  

8 Tongues  

9 Interpretation of Tongues  
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Keep in mind, these Spiritual Gifts are God given and will operate through you when you use 
them. 
 
Share with the group your strongest Gifts from this list. 
 
Why the Gifts 
 
v.7) But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all: 
 
To understand Spiritual Gifts is to understand why they are given.  Throughout all our studies 
we will clearly find, the Gifts are given to Edify the Body.  Here in verse 7 Paul writes, “the 
manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all”.   
 
It is unfortunate that many use the gifts to impress others and to build their own ministries.  
Some use the gifts of the Spirit in the same manner that others use a craft or a skill to make a 
name for themselves.  There are those who actually charge money for the use of their gifts. 
 
These types of things are a perversion of the gifts.  This is actually Prostituting what was freely 
given to bless and edify others. 
 

Matthew 10:7-8 
7 And as you go, preach, saying, 'The kingdom of heaven is at hand.' 
8 Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons. Freely you have 
received, freely give. 

 
The power to heal the sick, cleanse lepers, raise the dead and cast out demons was received 
freely (not earned), and Jesus commands to give that power away freely (free of charge). 

 
1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant: 
2 You know that you were Gentiles, carried away to these dumb idols, however you 
were led. 
3 Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus 
accursed, and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit. 

 
Paul wrote about the gifts so his readers would not “be ignorant”.  It was important to Paul that 
his readers would have a healthy understanding of what the gifts are, what they are for and 
how to properly use them. 
 
It seems the Corinthian church had been using the gifts in self-serving manner.  Instead of 
having a heart to bless and build up others it appears that they were using the gifts to show off 
and draw attention to themselves.  Paul sought to correct this through this letter. 
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From v.1)  
Spiritual (4152) pneumatikos 

1) relating to the human spirit, or rational soul, as part of the man which is akin to God and 
serves as his instrument or organ 

1a) that which possesses the nature of the rational soul 
2) belonging to a spirit, or a being higher than man but inferior to God 
3) belonging to the Divine Spirit 

3a) of God the Holy Spirit 
3b) one who is filled with and governed by the Spirit of God 

4) pertaining to the wind or breath; windy, exposed to the wind, blowing 
 
In v.1 the word Gift is not in the original text.  This word was added by the translators to help 
the English reader better understand the text.   
 
The word, Gift was borrowed from verse 4- 
v.4) There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 
 
Gifts (5486) charisma 

1) a favour with which one receives without any merit of his own 
2) the gift of divine grace 
3) the gift of faith, knowledge, holiness, virtue 
4) the economy of divine grace, by which the pardon of sin and eternal salvation is appointed 
to sinners in consideration of the merits of Christ laid hold of by faith 
5) grace or gifts denoting extraordinary powers, distinguishing certain Christians and enabling 
them to serve the church of Christ, the reception of which is due to the power of divine grace 
operating on their souls by the Holy Spirit 

 
This word can be translated as Gift, but a better understanding of this word is Grace.  What we 
call Spiritual Gifts are actually Graces of Holy Spirit.  Grace is a Gift, however we don’t always 
associate these two.   
 
This verse could be translated- 
v.4) There are a diversity of Spiritual Graces, but the same Spirit 
 
Keep in mind, the Gifts of the Spirit are Graces given us by God through His Spirit.  Grace (Gift) 
is something we do not earn.  It is freely given to us by God.  We cannot take credit or the glory 
when the gifts manifest through us.  All the Glory belongs to God since it was His Grace that 
manifested, not our power. 
 

Note: Grace is something receive we do not deserve; Mercy is not receiving what we do deserve. 

 
Question: This is not necessarily a discussion of Grace and Mercy, but do you understand the 
difference?  Grace is always a power to accomplish something, i.e., the Gifts.  What other things 
can be attributed to Grace (Biblically)? 
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Same Spirit, Same Lord, Same God 
 

4 There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 
5 There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord. 
6 And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all. 
7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all: 

 
It’s as if Paul wanted to make sure his readers understood exactly who was responsible for the 
gifts.   
 
Gifts, Ministries and Activities all come from the same God.  Paul uses three words to make sure 
everyone knew who he was speaking of.  The on true God of the Bible. 
 
Why would Paul feel it necessary to write something that seems so obvious? 
 

2 You know that you were Gentiles, carried away to these dumb idols, however you 
were led. 
3 Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus 
accursed, and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit. 

 
These Corinthians were Idol worshippers before their Salvation and conversion.  There may 
have been some strongholds still in their hearts and minds.  This can often cause a strange 
mixture in the belief system of the people.  Doctrine needs to be complete, easy to understand 
and easy to apply in these instances.  Otherwise, it is easy to create a strange mixture paganism 
and Christianity.  These two are in complete opposition to one another making the end product 
a cult unto its own. 
 
Question: The modern Church in America doesn’t deal with Idolatry as the early Church did.  
The culture around them was steeped in Idol worship.  Today people may no worship statues 
made of wood, stone or metal, but idolatry is alive even in the church world. 
 
Give some examples of Idolatry in the modern Church.  How does this relate to the Gifts of the 
Spirit? 
 
The Nine Gifts of the Spirit  
 

8 for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of 
knowledge through the same Spirit, 
9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, 
10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of 
spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 
11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one 
individually as He wills. 



 5 

 
Note: As you read through this list, keep in mind the Gifts you already operate in (those on your 
list above). 
 

1. The Word of Wisdom- the supernatural ability to speak a message of Wisdom to an 
individual or group.  As when Elisha would gain revelation from God about the plans of 
the enemies.  He told the King of Israel how to avert the attacks, 2 Kings 6:8-23 (v.12). 

 
2. The Word of Knowledge- the ability to know and speak Knowledge gained 

supernaturally by Holy Spirit.  Jesus did this with the woman at the well.  Jesus knew she 
had five husbands and the man she was now with was not her husband, John 4:4-19 
(v.18). 

 
3. Faith- Everyone has faith, but keep in mind the faith spoken of here is faith given 

supernaturally by Holy Spirit.  This is a level of faith that goes beyond human ability.  
This is completely God-given faith.  The man of Lystra being healed is an example of the 
Gift of Faith, Acts 14:8-10.  The woman with the issue of blood is an example of the Gift 
of Faith, Matthew 9:20-22. 

 
4. Gifts of Healing- This is the supernatural ability to bring healing to the sick.  This is 

instant (or near instant) healing.  There are many examples of this throughout the Bible, 
especially the ministry of Jesus.  Jesus heals the blind men, Matthew 9:27-30.   

 
5. Working of Miracles- The supernatural ability to do the impossible.  There are many 

examples all through the Bible.  Elisha and the floating ax head, 2 Kings 6:5-7.  Moses 
and the Parting the Red Sea, Exodus 14:21-22.  Jesus and Peter walking on water, 
Matthew 14:24-31. 

 
6. Prophecy- The supernatural ability to speak a message from the heart of God.  This 

usually contains predictions of the future, but this is not always the case.  Prophecy 
comes from the heart and mind of God and when spoken power is released to 
accomplish what was revealed.  The entire Bible is a collection of prophecies from 
various writers.  All scripture is “God Breathed.”  Elijah prophesies a drought, 1 Kings 
17:1.  Matthew 23-24, Jesus prophesies the destruction of the Temple, fulfilled in 70ad.   

 
7. Discerning of Spirits- The supernatural ability to know what spirit is driving a person or 

situation.  This is a much-needed gift is spiritual warfare and deliverance.  Peter discerns 
that Simon is in bondage to bitterness, Acts 8:18-24. 

 
8. Tongues- The supernatural ability to speak in languages one has never learned.  These 

can be languages of the earth (i.e. Chinese, Spanish, Farsi, etc.) or it can be heavenly 
languages (tongues of Angels, 1 Corinthians 13:1).   
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9. Interpretation of Tongues- The supernatural ability to interpret a message in Tongues.  
When someone gives a message in Tongues to a group (church), Paul tells us we are to 
have an interpreter of Tongues so everyone can know what was spoken and be edified.   

 
Each of these nine gifts are Supernatural in nature.  They may have a natural counterpart (i.e., 
discernment; faith), but these gifts are given and empowered by Holy Spirit.  These gifts go far 
beyond their natural counterpart.   
 
Question: After read through this list and the short definitions and examples of each Gift, 
where do you see your strengths (the Gifts you are operating in with somewhat ease)?  Please 
share with your group your strengths. 
 
Where do you see your weaknesses (the Gifts you have but don’t function in easily)?  Please 
share with your group your weaknesses. 
 
What can you do to become stronger in these Gifts (please share)? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


