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Intimacy- The Nature of the Prophetic 
 
Introduction: There are many in the body of Christ that still have a hard time understanding 
prophecy and the Prophetic.  Even many who are very prophetic in nature have difficulty in 
understanding prophecy and how it works.  One of the greatest misunderstandings in regard to 
Prophecy is the symbolic parable like nature of prophecy.  Many have asked, “Why don’t 
Prophets just speak in plain English?”  The truth is that Prophets are only to say what God tells 
them to say. 
 
Question and Discussion:  Have you ever heard a Prophecy or received a Prophecy and 
wondered what it meant?  Please explain and share your experience. 
 
What happened in regard to the Prophecy?  Did it come to pass, or are you still waiting? 
 
Moses- A Unique Prophet   
 

Numbers 12:5-9 
5 Then the LORD came down in the pillar of cloud and stood in the door of the 
tabernacle, and called Aaron and Miriam. And they both went forward.  
6 Then He said, "Hear now My words: If there is a prophet among you, I, the LORD, 
make Myself known to him in a vision; I speak to him in a dream.  
7 Not so with My servant Moses; He is faithful in all My house.  
8 I speak with him face to face, Even plainly, and not in dark sayings; And he sees the 
form of the LORD. Why then were you not afraid To speak against My servant Moses?"  
9 So the anger of the LORD was aroused against them, and He departed.  

 
Note: Many Christians have found it difficult to relate to Prophets and prophecy on account of 
the difficulty in understanding some prophecies.  Some Prophets are written off as strange, 
even weird, because of the nature of their prophecies. 
   
Here in this passage God deals with this very concept.  God tells Aaron and Miriam, “I, the 
LORD, make Myself known to him (a prophet) in a vision; I speak to him in a dream.”  God goes 
on to say, in regard to Moses, “I speak with him face to face, Even plainly, and not in dark 
sayings”.  Dreams, visions and dark sayings are the symbolic and parable like virtues of the 
prophetic. 
 
Various ways God speaks (according to this passage): 

 Vision 
 Dreams 
 Face to face 
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 Plainly 
 Dark sayings  

 
This passage reveals that God spoke to Moses, “face to face, even plainly”.  Most prophets have 
to wade through the symbolism of their prophecies, or attempt to bring clarification to their 
prophecies due to the parable like nature of their prophecies.  This was not so with Moses.  God 
spoke to Moses in a plain, easy to understand fashion, without the symbolism that many 
prophecies have. 
 
Question and Discussion:  How does God speak to you?  Please share a time when God spoke 
to you and the way He spoke top you. 
 
What happened afterward?  What changed in you or your life? 
 

Why, was Moses treated differently?  
 
Numbers 12:3 
(Now the man Moses was very humble, more than all men who were on the face of the 
earth.)  

 
Note: Moses could receive such clear words from God because he was familiar (intimate) with 
God.  Only when a person is intimate with God will he be in the place needed to hear God 
plainly and clearly. 
 

“Humility causes one to be faithful.  Faithfulness to God breeds familiarity with God.  Familiarity 
with God leads to clarity from God.” 
 
Robert A. Enos Apostle 

 
Mark 4:10-11 
10 But when He was alone, those around Him with the twelve asked Him about the 
parable.  
11 And He said to them, "To you it has been given to know the mystery of the kingdom 
of God; but to those who are outside, all things come in parables 

 
Note: The key to this passage is found in verse 10.  We read, “those around Him with the twelve 
asked Him about the parable.”  The people who asked Jesus about the way He communicated 
to the multitudes were people that were “around Him”.  These were not people that did not 
have some level of intimacy with Jesus. 
   
Jesus tells these ones “to those who are outside, all things come in parables”.  This is the same 
principle found in Numbers 12.  The closer we are to God, and the more intimate we are with 
Him, the clearer His voice.  Those who walk close to God gain a greater understanding of God 
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because they gain the heart of God.  This opens the door for clearer and deeper prophecies to 
be heard, and then declared. 
 
Question and Discussion:  Would you say you are one of the ones God speaks to clearly, or 
does God speak in parables to you?  Please explain. 
 
What can you do to grow in your understanding of God and the way He speaks? 
 
Humility Unlocks the Door 
 

Proverbs 16:18 
18 Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before a fall.  
 
James 4:10 
10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.  

 
Note: While pride will bring us down, humility will bring us up.  God is not looking for 
“Supermen”, but instead He is looking for the humble.  Those who are humble before Him will 
be lifted up.  God will take the humble and raise him up to heights unknown, just as He did with 
Moses. 
 
Question and Discussion: What is humility?  What is it and what does it look like?  Why is 
humility so important?  Why do the humble hear God clearer? 
 
Intimacy is what God Desires 
 
Amos 3:7 
Surely the Lord GOD does nothing, Unless He reveals His secret to His servants the prophets.  
 

Secret (Heb. 5475) sod (from Gesenius, Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon of the Old Testament) 
A. A couch, cushion, a pillow, triclinium (a couch around 3 sides of a table), a place where people 
recline  
1. A sitting together, an assembly 
2. Deliberation, counsel 
3. Familiar conversation, familiar acquaintance 
4. A secret 

 
This word (sod) paints a picture of people sitting and relaxing as they speak with one another.  
This is the image we are to have of God, when we pray and/or seek His face.  He wants to meet 
with us as we recline together on His couch, enjoying each-others presence.   

 
Note: As we can see from this passage (and the word “sod”), God desires to be intimate with 
His people, especially His Prophets.  This type of intimacy is with the humble, not the proud. 
 



 4 

Moses knew God intimately and this caused God to speak to him clearly and not in parables.  
This principle is still true today.  Many want a greater understanding of God and His ways, but 
fail to understand the key to knowing God in this fashion.  We are no different than Moses and 
the prophets of his time. 
 

“Humility causes one to be faithful.  Faithfulness to God breeds familiarity with God.  Familiarity 
with God leads to clarity from God.” 
 
Robert A. Enos, Apostle 

 

  
 
Conclusion: It is difficult at times to fully understand the word of the Lord, written and spoken.  
However, when we humble ourselves and become faithful to God, He will reveal Himself to us 
and bring clear understanding of His word and will to our hearts and our ears.  God does not 
want us to remain in the realm of parables and dark sayings.  He wants each of us to know Him 
and to understand Him, because of the intimacy with have with Him.  True familiarity and 
intimacy with God cause us to understand Him and His ways.  Knowing God’s will in an intimate 
fashion will cause us to be at rest knowing that God is in complete control.  
 

Question and Discussion:  What have you learned from this study?  What have you learned 
about Humility/Pride; Intimacy with God; Hear the voice of God? 


